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Everyone needs access to information from the government. Why was a
building permit granted, or denied? Who is the Governor considering for
appointment to a vacancy on the County Board of Supervisors? Why was the
superintendent of the school district fired, and who is being considered as a
replacement? Who did the City Council talk to before awarding a no-bid
contract?

People all across the State ask these questions—and dozens of others—
every day. And what they find out is that answers are hard to get.

California has taws that are supposed to help you get answers. But over
the years they have been eroded by special interest legistation, by courts

putting the burden on the public to justify disclosure, and by government
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officials who want to avoid scrutiny and keep secrets. Proposition 59 will help
reverse that trend.

What will Proposition 59 do? It will create a new civil right: a
constitutional right to know what the government is doing, why it is doing it,
and how. It will ensure that public agencies, officials, and courts broadly apply
laws that ;romote publicﬁll.knowledge. It will compel them to narrowly apply laws
that—' limit openness in govemment—-including discretionary privileges and
exemptions that are routinely invoked even when there is.no need for secrecy.

It will create a high hurdle for restrictions on your right to information,

eci

real and legitimate need for secrecy before it denies you information.

At the same time, Proposition 59 ensures that private information about
ordinary citizens will remain just that—private. It specifically says that your
constitutional right to privacy won’t be affected.

You have the right to decide how open your government should be.
That’s why Proposition 59 was unanimously passed by the Legislature and it is
the reason widely diverse organizations support the Sunshine Amendment,
including the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees
and the League of California Cities.

As James Madison, a founding father and America’s fourth President,

said: “Knowledge will forever govern ignorance, and a people who mean to be
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their own governors must arm themselves with the power which knowledge
gives.” Tell the government that it’s ordinary citizens—not bureaucrats—who

ought to decide what we need to know. Vote yes on Proposition 59.
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State Senator ‘Mj«z Machado

Pefer Scheer,w Executive Director
California First Amendment Coalition
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